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Sapporo Conference for Palliative and Supportive Care in Cancer 2020
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Palliative Care as a Human Right
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Trastuzumab-Based Combination Chemotherapy
in Patients with Human Epidermal Growth
Factor Receptor-2-Positive Metastatic Carcinoma
ex Pleomorphic Adenoma

Yohei Arihara*® Kazuyuki Murase*° Kohichi Takada*° Naotaka Hayasaka®
Shogo Miura* Koji Miyanishi* Masayoshi Kobune® Makoto Kurose!
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*Department of Medical Oncology, Sapporo Medical University, Sapporo, Japan; ®Higashi Sapporo Hospital, Sapporo,
Japan; ¢Department of Hematology, Sapporo Medical University, Sapporo, Japan; ¢ Department of Otorhinolaryngology,
Sapporo Medical University, Sapporo, Japan; ¢ Department of Neurosurgery, Sapporo Medical University, Sapporo, Japan;
"Department of Surgical Pathology, Sapporo Medical University, Sapporo, Japan

Abstract

Background: Carcinoma ex pleomorphic adenoma (CXPA) is a rare histologic subtype of lac-rimal
gland and submandibular gland cancer. Currently, there is no standard treatment for metastatic CXPA,
although some case reports have explored the role of targeted agents in chemotherapy. A few
histopathologic analyses have shown that some of these tumors overex-press human epidermal growth
factor receptor-2 (HER?2), suggesting a potential role for HER2-based therapy. We report here two cases
of metastatic CXPA that were treated with trastuzumab-based chemotherapy (IRB approved) with rapid
and significant responses. Case Report 1: A 66-year-old male was diagnosed as HER2-positive CXPA
of the right lacrimal gland with multiple bone and lymph node metastases. Combination chemotherapy
with trastuzumab (Tmab) and nanoparticle albumin-bound paclitaxel (nabPTX) was initiated. A rapid
response was confirmed, and after seven cycles of treatment, CR(complete response) was achieved.
Case Report 2: A 67-year-old female was diagnosed with HER2 positive CXPA of the right
subman-dibular gland. Multiple pulmonary metastatic lesions were detected after surgery, and
combi-nation chemotherapy with Tmab and nab-PTX was initiated. A rapid partial response (PR) was
confirmed, and she eventually became disease-free. Conclusion: In the absence of definitive clinical
trials, which are unlikely to be performed due to the rarity of HER2-positive CXPA, ther-apeutic
information must be obtained from case reports. Some reports, such as this one, have suggested a

potential utility of trastuzumab-based chemotherapy.
© 2018 The Author(s)
Published by S. Karger AG, Basel

Case Report in Oncology
2018.11; 835-841
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