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At present we are once again facing the tragedy of war the military invasion of Ukraine by Russia continues to
unfold. People across the globe find themselves heartbroken and in tears as they are confronted by such horrific

images on a daily basis.

In light of such difficult circumstances, we have announced that the 3rd&4th Sapporo Conference for Palliative
and Supportive Care in Cancer (SCPSC), which was scheduled to be held in July 2022, will be postponed for the
time being. However, we acknowledge the profound significance of the SCPSC being held even under such

circumstances and, while ensuring safety, we are determined to hold it on April 27-29, 2023.

The resolution toward "Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development" was adopted at
the 2015 United Nations General Assembly. The 17 goals set out in this resolution are called Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Nine targets were set for the health-related Goal 3, “Good health and well-being;
Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages". The achievement of Target 3.8, “Universal
Health Coverage (UHC),” is also the cornerstone of the other health-related targets. UHC means that all
individuals and communities receive the health services they need without suffering financial hardship. It
includes the full spectrum of essential and quality health services, from health promotion to prevention,

treatment, rehabilitation, and palliative care across a person’s entire life course.

The fact that future health services will consist of these four phases “prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, and
palliative care” and that palliative care is positioned on an equal footing with the other three phases, indicates

that health services have now evolved into a completely new concept.

In other words, it was shown that palliative care greatly contributes to good health and well-being through UHC. This

is entirely in line with the original idea of palliative care; i.e., "palliative care as a human right (Prague Charter)".

Good health and well-being can be said to be appropriate keywords not only with regard to individuals but
among countries and ethnic groups, and thereby to have an influence on world peace. In addition, the term
"sustainable development" captures the essence of palliative care, which is “to seek peace for both the earth and
humankind within their respective limits” Therefore, holding an international conference on palliative care

among the tragedy of this war seems to be a clear indication of our position in the pursuit of world peace.

Despite the many twists and turns, the 3rd&4th SCPSC is now scheduled for April 27-29, 2023. We apologize
for the inconvenience caused to the many people involved. However, we would like to ask for your participation

in what we believe to be a particularly attractive program.

Kunihiko Ishitani
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